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aware   that   it   may   be   said,   with  justice,   that
he   served   his   own   interests   by   granting   these
franchises;   that the cities   paid   him   taxes,   and
that his design was to use them  as instruments
of weakening the power of the great nobles;  but
what does that prove, but that this measure was
at  once  useful,   politic,   and   humane ?"      From
kings   in   general  the   conversation   turned   upon
Louis  XV.,   and   M.  Turgot   remarked   that   his
reign would be always celebrated for the advance-
ment of the sciences, the progress of knowledge,
and of philosophy.     He added  that   Louis XV.
was   deficient in  the  quality   which   Louis   XIV.
possessed  to excess;   that  is  to  say,  in a good
opinion of himself;   that he was  well-informed;
that  nobody was   more   perfectly   master   of the
topography of France;   that   his   opinion  in  the
council was always the most judicious;  and thatMy brother leaves me the
